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Section A: Reading Comprehension 
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SECTION B : WRITING A RESEARCH ESSAY 
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QUICK MLA REFERENCING GUIDE: 
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RESEARCH TOPIC: Exploring the origins of the horror genre: 

Theme: The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is fear, and the oldest and 

strongest kind of fear is fear of the unknown‐‐H.P. Lovecraft 

Background  

Many of the most often‐studied works of literature fall into the horror genre. In fact, 

you cannot study Romance‐era literature without the horror novel‐‐Dracula, Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Frankenstein, etc. Other eras tend to tell similar stories, as tales 

of terror tend to live on regardless of the period. 

TOPIC: Write a research paper of 700 – 800 words on the history of the horror genre. 

Where  and when did  it originate? What  are  its  features? Who  are  famous horror 

writers and what are their most famous works? Select one specific horror story and 

research its origins, author and how the author’s personal and cultural experience has 

impacted the story. Please  include a comprehensive bibliography with correct MLA 

referencing. 

Research paper title: _____________________ 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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_____________________________________
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Section C: Literature – “Tragedy of Julius Caesar”  

http://www.literaturepage.com/read/shakespeare_juliuscaesar.html 

 

William	Shakespeare,	often	called	England's	national	poet,	is	
considered	the	greatest	dramatist	of	all	time.	His	works	are	loved	
throughout	the	world,	but	Shakespeare's	personal	life	is	
shrouded	in	mystery.		

William	Shakespeare	was	an	English	poet,	playwright	and	actor	
of	the	Renaissance	era.	He	was	an	important	member	of	the	King’s	Men	company	of	
theatrical	players	from	roughly	1594	onward.		

Known	throughout	the	world,	Shakespeare's	writings	capture	the	range	of	human	
emotion	and	conflict	and	have	been	celebrated	for	more	than	400	years.	And	yet,	the	
personal	life	of	William	Shakespeare	is	somewhat	a	mystery.		

Question	1	

Create	a	timeline	based	on	William	Shakespeare.	Include	the	date/year	as	well	as	
the	events	which	have	occurred	in	his	life.		

N.B:	Attach	your	completed	timeline	to	your	Summer	Pack.		

	

Question	2:	GET	TO	KNOW	THE	CHARACTERS…	

Julius	Caesar	is	a	great	general	of	Rome,	who	has	recently	won	a	civil	war	against	
Pompey	and	returns	to	Rome	in	triumph.		
	
Octavius	is	Caesar’s	nephew.	Called	to	Rome	by	his	uncle,	he	is	greeted	on	its	outskirts	
by	the	news	of	Caesar’s	death.		
	
Mark	Antony	is	Caesar’s	closest	companion.	A	young	man	much	given	to	reveling,	
enjoying	music	and	plays,	he	runs	in	the	sacred	race	of	the	Feast	of	Lupercal,	touching	
Calpurnia	on	the	way	in	the	hopes	of	curing	her	barrenness.	
	
Lepidus	is	a	Senator	of	Rome.	He	is	present	at	Caesar’s	death,	and	flees	from	it.		
	
Cicero	is	a	Senator	of	Rome.		
	
Publius	is	a	Senator	of	Rome.		
	
Popillius	is	a	Senator	of	Rome.		
	
Brutus	is	a	noble	Roman,	descended	from	the	Brutus	who	liberated	Rome	from	the	
tyrannical	monarchy	of	the	Tarquins.		
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Cassius	is	a	noble	Roman,	and	the	mastermind	behind	Caesar’s	assassination.		
	
Casca	is	a	cynical	Roman	with	no	great	taste	for	Caesar’s	fooling	over	the	crown.		
	
Trebonius	is	one	of	the	conspirators	against	Caesar.		
	
Caius	Ligarius	is	one	of	the	conspirators	against	Caesar.		
	
Decius	Brutus	is	one	of	the	conspirators	against	Caesar.		
	
Metellus	Cimber	is	one	of	the	conspirators	against	Caesar.	
	
Cinna	is	one	of	the	conspirators	against	Caesar.		
	
Flavius	is	one	of	the	Tribunes	of	the	People	of	Rome.	
	
Murellus	is	one	of	the	Tribunes	of	the	People	of	Rome.		
	
Artemidorus	learns	of	the	conspiracy	against	Caesar	and	attempts	to	warn	him,	but	is	
unable	to	get	his	message	through.	
	
Soothsayer	warns	Caesar	of	the	Ides	of	March,	without	giving	any	further	details,	being	
thereby	accounted	a	dreamer.		
	
Cinna	the	Poet	has	the	misfortune	of	having	the	same	name	as	one	of	Caesar’s	
murderers,	and	of	not	being	known	for	good	writing.	He	is	torn	to	pieces	by	a	mob.	
	
A	Poet	is	a	companion	of	Cassius.	He	has	little	sense	of	rhythm	or	rhyme,	and	attempts	
(poorly)	to	moralize	to	Brutus	and	Cassius.	
	
Lucillius	is	an	officer	in	Brutus’s	army.	
	
Titinius	is	an	officer	in	Cassius’s	army.		
	
Messala	is	a	messenger	in	Brutus’s	army.	
	
Young	Cato	is	a	soldier	in	Brutus’s	army.	Portia’s	brother,	he	is	as	proud	of	his	lineage	
as	she	is,	and	truly	believes	in	the	conspirators’	cause.	He	dies	proudly	proclaiming	both	
these	facts.	
	
Volumnius	is	an	officer	in	Brutus’s	army,	and	an	old	schoolfellow	of	his.	He	refuses	to	
help	Brutus	kill	himself.	
	
Varrus	is	a	sentry	in	Brutus’s	army,	charged	with	guarding	Brutus’s	tent	at	night.	
	
Clitus	is	a	soldier	in	Brutus’s	army,	one	of	the	last	to	survive	and	follow	him.	He	refuses	
to	help	Brutus	kill	himself.	
	
Claudio	is	a	sentry	in	Brutus’s	army,	charged	with	guarding	Brutus’s	tent	at	night.	
	
Strato	is	a	soldier	in	Brutus’s	army.	He	accepts	to	hold	the	sword	Brutus	throws	himself	
on	
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Lucius	is	Brutus’s	young	servant.		
	
Dardanius	is	a	soldier	in	Brutus’s	army,	one	of	the	last	to	survive	and	follow	him.	He	
refuses	to	help	Brutus	kill	himself.	
	
Pindarus	is	Cassius’s	Parthian	bondman.	With	some	regret,	he	kills	Cassius	at	the	
latter’s	request	as	the	price	of	his	freedom,	and	flees	somewhere	where	he’ll	never	be	
found.	
	
Calphurnia	is	Caesar’s	wife.		
	
A	Cobbler	leaves	his	shop	to	go	see	Caesar’s	triumph,	and	takes	the	whole	day	off.		
	
A	Carpenter	leaves	his	shop	to	go	see	Caesar’s	triumph,	dressed	in	his	best	clothes.	
	
Portia	is	the	daughter	of	Cato	and	the	wife	of	Brutus.	She	is	proud	of	both	of	these,	and	
is	the	definition	of	a	stoic	Roman	woman.		
	
Caesar’s	Servant	brings	his	master	the	disturbing	news	that	the	augurers	sacrificed	a	
beast	in	which	they	could	not	find	a	heart.	
	
First	Soldier	in	the	conspirators’	army	gives	the	order	to	cease	marching	to	his	fellow	
men.	He	may	be	either	Brutus’s	or	Cassius’s	follower.	
	
Second	Soldier	in	the	conspirators’	army	gives	the	order	to	cease	marching	to	his	fellow	
men.	He	may	be	either	Brutus’s	or	Cassius’s	follower.	
	
Third	Soldier	in	the	conspirators’	army	gives	the	order	to	cease	marching	to	his	fellow	
men.	He	may	be	either	Brutus’s	or	Cassius’s	follower.	
	
A	Messenger	brings	Octavius	and	Antony	the	news	that	Brutus	and	Cassius’s	armies	are	
marching.	
	
Octavius’s	Attendant	is	sent	by	his	master	to	give	Antony	a	message,	and	arrives	at	the	
Capitol	to	find	him	with	Caesar’s	body.		
	
The	First	Plebeian	chooses	to	listen	to	Brutus	when	the	latter	comes	forward	to	explain	
his	murdering	Caesar.		

The	Second	Plebeian	follows	Cassius	to	hear	his	explanation	for	Caesar’s	murder.	He	
joins	the	mob	murdering	Cinna	the	poet.	
	
The	Third	Plebeian	knows	Brutus	to	be	noble,	and	soon	wishes	to	have	him	in	charge	of	
Rome.	
	
The	Fourth	Plebeian	is	at	first	convinced	by	Brutus’s	explanation	for	the	murder	of	
Caesar,	calling	for	a	statue	to	be	raised	to	the	murderer,	but	he	is	willing	to	listen	to	
Antony.	
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The	Fifth	Plebeian	is	convinced	by	Brutus’s	speech	explaining	the	murder	of	Caesar	and	
believes	that	the	murderer	will	have	all	of	Caesar’s	qualities	and	none	of	his	vices.		
Antony’s	Messenger	comes	to	ask	the	conspirators	for	a	guarantee	that	Antony	can	
approach	safely	to	ask	for	an	explanation	for	the	assassination.	
	
First	Soldier	of	Antony’s	helps	to	kill	Cato,	and	refuses	to	kill	Lucillius	when	he	is	
convinced	that	the	latter	is	Brutus.	He	is	greatly	excited	to	tell	Antony	of	his	capture.	
	
Second	Soldier	of	Antony’s	helps	to	kill	Cato	and	passes	on	the	news	of	Brutus’s	
(supposed)	capture	to	Antony.	

Overview	of	the	plot	

Jealous	conspirators	convince	Caesar's	friend	Brutus	to	join	their	assassination	plot	
against	Caesar.	To	stop	Caesar	from	gaining	too	much	power,	Brutus	and	the	
conspirators	kill	him	on	the	Ides	of	March.	Mark	Antony	drives	the	conspirators	out	of	
Rome	and	fights	them	in	a	battle.	Brutus	and	his	friend	Cassius	lose	and	kill	themselves,	
leaving	Antony	to	rule	in	Rome.		

	
	

2.1.	Based	on	the	above	information	of	the	characters	and	overview‐	do	some	online	
research	and	fill	in	the	character	sketches	below:		

https://www.playshakespeare.com/julius-caesar/characters 

See character sketches below:   
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2.2. Read through Acts 1, 2 & 3 and then answer the following 
questions. 

Act	1	
	
1)	Why	are	the	tribunes	Flavius	and	Marullus	so	upset	at	the	opening	of	the	play?	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

2)	What	holiday	are	the	Roman	masses	celebrating	at	the	time	of	Caesar's	return?	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

3)	Describe	Caesar's	encounter	with	the	soothsayer.		

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

4)	What	is	most	significant	about	the	meeting	between	Cassius	and	Brutus	in	1.2.?	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

5)	How	does	Cassius	trick	Brutus	into	joining	the	conspirators?	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

Act	2	
	
1)	How	does	Portia	prove	she	is	worthy	to	hear	the	plans	of	her	husband,	Brutus?		

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		
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2)	After	an	ominous	dream,	Calpurnia	begs	Caesar	to	stay	away	from	the	senate	and,	at	first,	he	
agrees.	What	changes	his	mind?	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

Act	3	
	
1)	What	is	the	significance	of	Caesar's	dying	words,	"Et	tu,	Brute?	Then	fall,	Caesar!"?	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

2)	Who	turns	the	people	of	Rome	against	Brutus?	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

3)	Describe	the	encounter	between	Brutus	and	Caesar's	ghost.	

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________		

GRAMMAR	SECTION:	REVISION	OF	GRADE	9	topics	

COMPLETE	THE	IXL	EXERCISES	AS	BELOW:	

 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING IXL GRADE 9 TOPICS:  
 
The following grammar exercises from IXL need to be completed for ALL 3 Summer Packs. Please 
ensure that you complete the IXL prior to 02 August after which the IXL will switch to the next grade 
level. 
 
1.      L.1 Identify active and passive voice 
2.      X.2 Identify prepositional phrases 
3.      DD.1 Choose between adjectives and adverbs 
 

	

	


